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PPNA Neighborhood Message

Do you think your house is special? What about your
Neighborhood? The answer to the first question is easy: of
course you do. Most homeowners have devoted a lot of
time, money and sweat into purchasing, maintaining and
renovating their houses, which because they are old require
extra care and thought. On the second question, you may
think odzZNJ b SAIKO62NK22R Aa ay
neighbors who rent surely think our Neighborhood is special
enough to warrant paying the rents that they do, some of
which are relatively high. Not many rental homes in our
Neighborhood sit empty for long. The Heights in general is
seen to be special enough to warrant national recognition of
various sorts recently. For example, National Geographibas
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Heights history, cuisine and architecture, and the New York
Timeshas written some restaurant reviews; links to these
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enjoyed and continues to enjoy publicity from outside of
Houston. The Spring 2001 issue of Bungalow Magazine
featured a colorful 4-LJ- 3S | NG AOE S 2y
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article can be found on our website, www.proctorplaza.com,
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viewed at our upcoming March General Meeting. This article

| By Stan Davis, PPNA Resident

touches on the History of our Neighborhood ¢ 2 dzNJ & &
Of | & & ¢ huB Prdvide$ testimonials from some of the
residents about how the old architecture and the diversity of
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referring to the garnering of support that was required to
obtain Historic Status. This spring, the Texas Historical
Foundation, a non-profit organization in Austin, will be
publishing another article on our Neighborhood in their
HeritageY 3 T Ay S® ¢KSe& | NB R2A
awareness of and pride in Texas heritage for present and
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cottages and other period houses ¢ including some 2-stories
¢ with front porches, front yards and gardens; although many
houses have been renovated, many of these have been done
so as to leave much of the original old part of the house
relatively unscathed; some renovations are stellar in their
sensitivity to preserving historic conformance and appeal.
Our Neighborhood is specialbecause of developer William C.
I 2 3 3 Q avhidhXomsigtsto this day of a systematic grid of
streets, many of which are lined with sidewalks for
pedestrians and joggers; grassy Esplanades for dog walkers
and kite flyers; and alive-oak-t A Yy SR at 2 O @si ¢

Upcoming Events

March

Y

Continued on page 3

Tuesday3/30 @ 7pm Z2z7 General Meeting, Proctor Plaza Park Building, 803 W. Temple St.

April

Friday,4/ 2; 6:30-8:30 Z2Z Z First Friday Happy Hour, Christy Chomin, 4102 Watson

Saturday, 4/10@ 6pm 2zz{ dzLJLJ2 NIi ¢ NI QA &
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http://www.traviselementary.org for more information about this evening of entertainment: auctions, gambling, and dinner!
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Tuesday4/ 13; 6:30pm 2227 Board Meeting

Wed.,4/21 @ 7pm 2ZZ Neighborhood Book Club Discussion & Potluck, 1119 Walling St. [BelCantoby Ann Patchett]

Y

Tuesday4/ 27 @ 7pm 2zz General Meeting, Proctor Plaza Park Building, 803 W. Temple St.

May

Friday,5/ 7; 6:30-8:30 ZZZ First Friday Happy Hour, Patti Woods, 727 W. Temple
Wed.,5/19 @ 7pm zzZ Book Club Discussion & Potluck, 1119 Walling St. [The Garden of Last Dalyg Andre Dubus Il1]

Tuesdaypb/ 11; 6:30pm 2727 Board Meeting

Y

Tuesdayb/ 25 @ 7pm 227 General Meeting, Proctor Plaza Park Building, 803 W. Temple St.



Neighborhood Crime Stats [Compled by Pt Woods |

The following December and January 2009 Central Patrol Division crime statistics reflect offenses in which the Houston Police
Department wrote police reports. The area covered includes the PPNA neighborhood and bordering streets. If you would like to
access the complete beat report that extends to 610 North Loop, 1-10, and North Durham, go to
www.houstontx.gov/police/cs/beatpages/beat_statshtm® 91 OK Y2y iKQa adl "AadAada | NB

ng?ese Hour  Offense Block
12/5/2009 23 | Theft 700-799 W TEMPLE ST
12/9/2009 4 Burglary 1400-1499 STUDEWOOD
12/23/2009 | 18 |Burglary 1000-1099 FUGATE
12/23/2009 0 Theft 1400-1499 STUDEWOOD
1/7/2010 7 Burglary 800-899 E 14TH ST
1/10/2010 13 | Robbery 1400-1499 STUDEWOOD
1/15/2010 2 Theft 700-799 PIZER
1/16/2010 23 | Aggravated Assault | 1100-1199 STUDEWOOD
1/17/2010 22 | Theft 1400-1499 STUDEWOOD
1/19/2010 8 Burglary 4300-4399 JULIAN
1/20/2010 13 | Burglary 4300-4399 JULIAN

Proctor Plaza Neighborhood Association
Obj ective PRESIDENT

The objective (_)f_ the Proctpr Plaza Neighborhood_ Association _(PPNA) is to ﬁ;?;E[RESTRICTION&nk Brown il
promote the civic and social welfare and well-being of the neighborhood; frankbrowniii@hotmail.com: 713-861-7733
to promote the civic betterment and social well-being of all its residents; to VRMEMBERSH|Rhristy Chomin
encourage the prevention and suppression of crime in the community; to christy.chomin@att.net; 713-864-0008
disseminate facts relating to the improvement of this vicinity; and to

) . I : _ SECRETARnne Alt
preserve the residential character and integrity of the neighborhood. janne@wholesalemortgage.com; 713-203-6700
. TREASURER
meetl ngS Vacant

The PPNA meets on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm at the
Proctor Plaza Park Building at 803 West Temple. All are welcome!

newsletter

Please send ideas for articles to saracotner@yahoo.com. If you are
interested in writing an article, the next submission deadline is April 24.
The newsletter is distributed the weekend before the PPNA General
Meeting in January, March, May, July, September, and November.

advertising

Interested in advertising in the Proctor Plaza newsletter and reaching more
than 1,200 homes? Contact saracotner@yahoo.com. Business Card = $25;
Quarter Page = $40; Half Page = $65; Full Page = $105.

PARLIAMENTARIAMa Jones
irajones@aol.com; 713-201-0637

HIST®IAN Kathy Cameron
kkcamero@gmail.com; 713-206-7739

CRIME WATCH OFFICHS& Lindsey
d.alan.lindsey@gmail.com; 713.880.5228
MEMBERAT-LARGE POSITIONGtegory Howard
gmh6175@yahoo.com; 713-861-6638
MEMBERAT-LARGE POSITION/Rjla Torgerson
viulasea@sbcglobal.net; 713-392-0109

NEWSLETTER EDIT&R, Cotner
saracotner@yahoo.com; 832-217-6239

NEIGHBOR CARE CHAIRPERSON,
Open Position

officers & board of directors




Neighborhood Message (continued from page 1)

players, roller bladders, little leaguers, kids and parents - and everyone else!

One of the Objectives of the Proctor Plaza Neighborhood Association is to Help preserve the residential characte
and integrity of the neighborhoog as | discussed in the last newsletter, and we try to achieve this through
enforcing our Deed Restrictions, as well as through our Historic Status and our Minimum Lot Size Ordnance. At
this time | would like to thank Frank Brown for volunteering to run for Vice President in Charge of Deed
Restrictions, the office to which he was elected at our January General Meeting. | would also like to thank those
people who signed up for the newly re-formed Deed Restriction Committee. Whereas the Board will retain the
authority to approve or deny applications for exterior renovation projects, the members of the DR Committee will
LIN2E BARS @l fdzrofS FFaaAaadlyoOS G2 Ctprotire abisforn@biolNdyBiredy
to make decisions on renovation applications, and by monitoring projects to ensure they do not depart from the
approved plans. This year has already been an active one with many people trying to start renovation projects in
the spring. However, it is also clear that many people are unaware that every exterior renovation project must be
approved by the PPNA Board. We are going to create a Check List of requirements that renovators can use to help
organize their required input to the PPNA. In general, the clock on the 30-day approval process will not start until
all pertinent items on the Check List are prepared and submitted.

The PPNA Board would like to congratulate those homeowners who are making a conscientious effort to carry out
renovations that keep to the spirit of maintaining conformance with the historic character of the Neighborhood,
a4 &LStfSR 2dzi Ay 2dz2NJ 5SSR wSaidNR Ol Adviagiad? yWidKaRzard:
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our Historic Status means for our Neighborhood, and to hear what ideas may be out there for strengthening the
Historic Ordnance, Sue Lovell, City Council Member and / Kl ANJ 2F (KS /Ade& [ 2d
Committee will be our Guest Speaker at our upcoming March General Meeting. Please plan to attend this
meeting, to help us continue our dialog on how to keep our Neighborhood specialfor years to come.

By-Laws Amendments

The PPNA Board is proposing amendments to our By-Laws. The proposed amendments are not cosmetic changes, nor are they
radical. Rather, they help to clarify current ambiguities, relax certain requirements for being a Board member and expand on
the definition of what makes up a quorum, among some other things. Paper copies of the By-Laws with proposed
amendments were handed out at the February General Meeting, and they will also be handed out at the March General
Meeting. The By-Laws will also be placed on the PPNA Website. Voting on accepting the amendments will be held at the April
General Meeting.

N e | g h bo rh OOd T| d b|tS Send your tidbits to Dona Reynolds at grdr@hotmail.com

2SQff 06S0G @2dz RARY QUG 1y2¢ GKI G b2 NRracforfPlaza neighhos, Frank) Anika/asdC
son Benjamin, have packed up hearth and home and moved to the fifth largest country in the world! And, they are right next
door to the Amazon, the largest rain forest there is. Anika reports that while just about everything is more expensive, her
family loves the beaches, the food and the friendliness of the people. Families with children always get to go to the head of
the line. Think we should suggest this to Kroger and Fiesta?

Letters to the Editor

Do you have something to say to or about our neighborhood? The Proctor Plaza Newsletter is now soliciting Letters to the
Editor. Please e-mail your letters to Sara Cotner, at saracotner@yahoo.com. The deadline for the May issue is April 24, 2010.

Find us at www.proctorplaza.com



The honor goes to Shannon Harris at 835
West Cottage. Congratulations! The
Proctor Plaza Neighborhood Association
would like to thank Rebekah and Lynn for
volunteering to be the coordinators for
Yard of the Month! If you would like to
nominate a neighbor for Proctor Plaza
Neighborhood Association Yard of the
Month, contact Rebekah at
rebekah@andersonprops.com. Past
winners can be viewed at
www.proctorplaza.com.

Thank -you to the Fire Department

A big thank-you goes out to Deputy Chief Mike Casey of the Houston Fire Department, and Captain Krailo and members of his
crew from Engine 15 for attending our February General Meeting and speaking to us about fire hydrant inspection and status
for our neighborhood. Chief Casey and Captain Krailo talked and answered questions from attendees for about 25 minutes.
They described their procedures for how and when our fire hydrants are inspected, and reported that ours are in very good
working order.

March Meeting Speaker: Sue Lovell

Our speaker for the March General Meeting (3/30, 7:00 PM) will be COH Council Member Sue Lovell, who serves on the
Historic Preservation Committee.



O u r N e I g h bo r Can S I n g |by Viula Torgerson of theheightslife.com

The Heights has no shortage of interesting and talented people. Indeed, itQ a neighborhood known for attracting the
artistically-minded. Here in Proctor Plaza, one such person is our own Kinga Skretkowicz-Ferguson. | first met Kinga at a
playgroup. We have sons close to the same age. When | met her, | thought she was great- fun and a great
conversationalist. What | didn®@know is that Kinda can sing. Not just da la la€ with the kiddos sing, really sing. Opera
sing!

Kinga grew up in Poland and her route to the Heights was circuitous. She was a student at a Polish university in the mid-
90s and it was there, through student theater, she met a visiting American professor named Jamie. They started to date
and not long after his job took him to Paris to teach. Kinga was headed to graduate school anyway and decided on Lyon
University where she could get an MBA and be close to her beau. Their relationship solidified and they were married in
Paris in 1999.

Together, their mutual education goals then brought them to the States. Jamie would be going to Indiana University to
complete a PhD in English and Comparative Literature. Kinga would also enroll in their Opera program, the largest in the
country, and get her Masters in Opera and her Performers Diploma. Then upon completion of their degrees, Jamie was
offered a job at University of Houston in their Honors College.

Kinga and Jamie were tasked with finding living arrangements in Houston from Indiana. Contacts they had here told
them there were only two neighborhoods they would enjoy: Montrose and the Heights. Initially, they chose Montrose
and, in a bit of small world freakishness, actually lived on the same block where my husband and | lived before we
moved to the Heights! They were enjoying their new neighborhood, the proximity to everything, that general feel that
Montrose has. But life progresses and soon they had a baby on the way. Their needs changed and they felt they wanted
something more residential than Montrose but with a lot of the same key factorst ¢close and cool.€ They remembered
the Heights and started to look this direction. Like many of us, they were éenamored with bungalowse and fell in love
with the Proctor Plaza neighborhood for this reason. In addition to the bungalows they coveted, they also saw bustling
Proctor Park and knew it would be great for their child to live so close to an amazing outdoor space.

Kinga feels strongly that they made the right decision. She says the ésense of community is so important because life in
a city can be alienating.€ This sense of community in the Heights helped her in a way she never anticipated. When Kinga
and Jamie moved to Houston, she was working with an opera company. It involved constant travel and she knew she
wash@going to be able to keep it up forever. Still, singing and traveling were a big part of who she was. It was not going
to be easy to make a change. But then she was pregnant and there is no bigger change than that. She faced a
watershed moment where everything was going to be different. Living in an area with such a strong sense of
community allowed her to get entrenched and really aided in the transition from éan active career to a more stationary
life.€ With new friends and supportive neighbors, Kinga felt a strong support system developing around her. Little
thingst like the ability to go places with the baby in his strollert became very important as she transitioned to her new
lifestyle.

Kinga gave up travelling but not her place in the world of opera. That MBA she got in France came in handy when she
decided to embark on a more settled life. With a family to think about, arts administration was a great way to be
practical and passionate at the same time. Kinga found an ideal situation with Houston®QArs Lyrica as their Executive
Director. The Heights is as much home to Ars Lyrica as the stage at Zilka Hall. The Artistic Director, Matthew Dirst, also
lives here. Many business decisions for the organization are made in the Heights at places like Antidote. Living in the
Heights makes it easy to work a job that takes you to different parts of Houston. From home to her office in the Galleria
takes Kinga 10-15 minutes and the ccommute¢ downtown isn®@even worthy of the term. Kinga made a comment that is
something | often find myself saying: when you live in Montrose you feel like you are so central, so in the middle. Then
you move to the Heights and realize that this is the most accessible neighborhood in Houston.

In her life as a Heights citizen and Ars Lyrica Director, Kinga hopes to find a way to bring the two together. While the
ensemble performs at places like Rienzi and Bayou Bend, Kinga would love to be able to bring early music to a greater
audience by organizing concerts in less obvious places. She hopes to be able to reach out to the community and see if
people would be interested in experiencing Barogue music, all played on period instruments, in intimate settings or at
local events. If you know of an event or venue where some early music would be welcome, you can contact Kinga at
kferguson@arslyricahouston.org.



mailto:kferguson@arslyricahouston.org

SPANISH FLOWERS
4701 North Main Street
Houston, TX 77009

Establishedin 1979, The Spanish Flowers
Mexican Restauranthas flourished under the
owner Mary Bernal's constantcare and
guidance. Thisrestauranthas been a "Heights
Neighborhood Legend"(Zagat Survey) for
many, many years.

Since the first day she opened, Mary decided
she would keep her restaurant open 24 hours a
day. This tradition continuesto this day. The
onlytime the restauranttakes a break is on
Tuesday nights, it closes at 10:00 P.M., then
reopens on Wednesday morning at 9:00 A.M.
and maintainsits 24 hour schedule until the
next Tuesday night.

One of the biggest challengesin being a 24
hourrestaurantis to ensure that the quality of
service and the taste of the food are always
the same, regardless of what time you visit the
restaurant

The Backyard Gardener

5117 N.Mair St.

71%-880-8004
Jim Ruzlcica and APn! (_ohen

m.bﬂcl{ﬂarﬂgﬂrﬂenerhmst on.com

MNative Flant Nursery
Orga nic Garc:lening SJFFlies
5erene l:ﬂuntair'.s,Fﬂnclﬁ and Waterfalls

Origina' lron Tumiture, (_ eramic Fal:s,Antique Shutters
Design and |nstallation of }:_xc'uisite Lam:lscape& and Patios

Your Organic Gardening Headquarters




